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Thus, late in 1919 and early 1920, Mexico was in a state of
lawless turmoil, bandit-ridden, graft-ridden and nationally
demoralized. Her officials from President Carranza down had
an abiding contempt for foreigners. The national policy was
"Mexico for the Mexicans." And due to a procrastinating pol-
icy in Washington there existed an open disregard for Amer-
ican lives, rights and property in Mexico, a situation which
led hundreds of Amercans to pull up stakes and leave the
country and hundreds more to become the victims of unpun-
ished murder.
Recently returned from Europe and the war, I was as-
signed by the New York Tribune to look over the situation
in Mexico and in particular to test the assertion by the Mex-
ican government that Consular Agent Jenkins had been in
collusion with the bandit leader Federico Cordova when the
latter kidnaped Jenkins at Puebla and held him for a ransom
of $75,000 in gold.
The assignment led to interviews with American citizens
resident in Mexico, with American embassy officials, with
Jenkins and finally with Cordova, the last taking place un-
der highly dramatic circumstances. As this contact was the
equivalent—in the eyes of the Carrancistas—of "trucking"
with the enemy, I was not permitted to allow much grass to
grow under my feet. I emerged from Mexico with a whole
skin and wrote some fifty thousand words which still did not
conclusively answer the question, "What is the matter with
Mexico?" But the publicity did bring to San Antonio, Texas,
my post-Mexico base, a committee of the United States Sen-
ate beat on solving the problem. Scores of witnesses before this
committee told astounding stories of murder and rapine, death
and destruction, and unfolded a picture of Mexican chaos
terrible to hear.
It was not safe for the newspaper correspondent in Mexico

